
US 1 Honors 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
- Students enrolled in US 1 Honors are required 

to read the book entitled 1776 by David 
McCullough over the summer. 

McCullough, David G. 1776. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005. 
Print 

- After reading the book, students will answer the 
discussion questions below.  (All work must be 
typed) 

- Discussion questions will be collected the first 
day of school in September.  Answering the 
discussion questions will help you prepare for 
the 1776 essay assignment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Questions 

1776 by David McCullough 

- Students must type their answers to the questions below.  Answers must be in complete 
sentences. 

1. Did you like the book? If yes, why? If no, why not?  

2. Did this book alter your opinion of George Washington? What about King George III?  

3. Why do you think that McCullough chooses to begin 1776 with King George III of England? 
How does this set the tone for the historical events about to unfold?  

4. What qualities made General George Washington a successful leader? Do you think that there 
was anything in particular about Washington that enabled him to turn a lost cause into a 
victory?  

5. Do you think the war could have been won if George Washington had not led the Colonies?  

6. There was a lot of regional prejudice in the Continental Army. Are any of those feelings still 
with us today?  

7. What was the effect of the Declaration of Independence on the army?  

8. Were you surprised by anything that you learned from this book?  

9. Does this book relate in any way to the current state of the world and the United States?  

10. Did the untrained, impromptu existence of the Colonial army give it any advantages over 
the British? What kind of insight into the military experience do the wealth of letters and 
other first hand sources cited by McCullough provide?  

11. Do you think the men and women of our generation could have fought the way the 
colonists did during the revolution?  

12. What kind of men were Nathanael Green and Henry Knox? What was their role in the 
success of the military? Why do you think Washington depended on these two untrained 
men above others and despite his distaste for New Englanders?  

13. How did you find the pace of the book? Did McCullough’s method of having events 
unfold make you feel you were living in 1776?  

14. What do you think might have happened if England had retained the Colonies?  

15. Are there any questions you would like to ask? 



“1776”	  
David	  McCullough	  

Essay	  Assignment	  
“Perseverance	  and	  spirit	  have	  done	  wonder	  in	  all	  ages.”	  	  	  

General	  George	  Washington	  
	  
“1776”	  documents	  the	  events	  of	  1776	  in	  dramatic	  detail.	  	  Throughout	  
1776,	  many	  Americans	  lost	  their	  faith	  in	  General	  Washington’s	  ability	  to	  
lead	  the	  Continental	  Army.	  	  McCullough	  documents	  Washington’s	  
perseverance	  and	  determination	  in	  the	  face	  of	  almost	  impossible	  odds.	  	  
At	  the	  time,	  most	  Americans	  believed	  Washington	  and	  the	  Continental	  
Army	  would	  never	  be	  able	  to	  defeat	  the	  British	  military.	  Somehow,	  
General	  Washington	  and	  his	  officers	  were	  able	  to	  turn	  ordinary	  
Americans	  into	  a	  fighting	  force	  that	  would	  defeat	  the	  greatest	  military	  in	  
human	  history.	  
	  
In	  a	  3-‐5	  page	  essay,	  choose	  THREE	  characteristics	  portrayed	  by	  General	  
Washington	  in	  his	  pursuit	  of	  American	  independence.	  	  For	  each	  
characteristic,	  students	  must	  provide	  2	  examples	  from	  the	  book	  
(actual	  quotes),	  which	  will	  be	  used	  to	  support	  your	  thesis.	  	  Be	  sure	  
to	  utilize	  proper	  citation	  format	  when	  quoting	  from	  the	  book.	  	  	  
	  

-‐ 5	  paragraph	  essay	  format	  
-‐ Thesis	  statement	  
-‐ 3	  characteristics	  Washington	  portrayed	  in	  1776.	  
-‐ For	  each	  characteristic	  provide	  2	  examples	  of	  General	  
Washington	  displaying	  that	  particular	  value	  	  

-‐ Be	  sure	  to	  explain	  event	  in	  detail!!	  MUST	  USE	  
QUOTATIONS	  

-‐ Essay	  is	  worth	  1	  test	  grade.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



“1776”	  
David	  McCullough	  

Essay	  Assignment	  
“Perseverance	  and	  spirit	  have	  done	  wonder	  in	  all	  ages.”	  	  	  

General	  George	  Washington	  
	  
Grading	  Rubric:	  Total	  Points	  (25)	  
5	  points	  per	  category	  
	  

-‐ ________Format/Spelling/Grammar	  
	  

-‐ ________Thesis	  statement	  
	  

-‐ ________3	  characteristics	  Washington	  
portrayed	  in	  1776.	  

	  
-‐ ________	  2	  examples	  of	  each	  characteristic	  
from	  “1776”.	  	  MUST	  US	  QUOTES	  	  

	  
-‐ ________Provide	  context	  (explanation	  of	  
how	  quote	  support	  thesis.	  	  
	  

	  


